[Sudden death in patients wearing pacemakers].
10 to 30 p. cent of patients with cardiac pacemakers die suddenly. In most cases, the cause of death can not be established. Racing of the pacemaker is a rare but definite cause of sudden death. In contrast, failure of the stimulation, which occurs much more frequently, and which is due to failure of the pacemaker or the wire or to an elevation of the threshold of stimulation, rarely causes sudden death because of the development of an idioventricular rhythm, leading to detection of the fault. Competitive rhythms do not appear to be more dangerous than accidental inhibition in sentinel pacemakers; both of these mechanisms can lead to ventricular tachycardia which may degenerate to ventricular fibrillation. Programmable pacemakers have certain advantages and disadvantages, in that the programming may prove to be inappropriate. In most cases, the ventricular fibrillation is spontaneous, occurring in the context of myocardial failure. The extension of the indications for pacemakers is certainly responsible for the relatively high incidence of sudden death.